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FAZ and meutraligt anti~Comounist forces, hubraﬂ by
recest successes, are contisving to exert pressure on Pathet
Lao forces im northern and central Lacs. In the Plaine des
Jarves ares, FAR troops hsve surrounded the town of Xieng
Kaouang and sppear imtest oR its capture, while akiruiuh&a
continue between Communist and ¥eo forces in the au%r@ﬂaﬁinﬁ
area, Ia central Lace, the ¥AR~-gupported by rtghtmwtng and
neutralist guerrilla teans--has captured Lak Sao and hﬁa
moved to cut Route 8 between Lak Sac and the North Vie%aﬁaaﬁw

2. BSonth Vietnam .
The total aumber of Viet Cong incldents ﬁaa?i;m@a (£

decline froum the high of the week following the coup b&t is

8t11] higher than the weekly average last year, Attacks since
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iate November have reflected mors deliberate ylanainé ansd
execution, however, asd have been more productive tagtk&
Comsunista. OGovernment weapons losses contimue 2t u%hig&
rate, totaling 374 against Viet Cong losses of 38 last
wesk,
3. Iraq:

A sumber of army uailts participating in the Xurdish
£n ia the north have been transfered to Eaghﬁaé as @
counterweight to Basthist-led troops already atatianﬁé nesx

the city, However, fighting 1s continuing in Kurdistan,
although on a reduced scale necessitated by wiater uaﬁ&kgr,
and the now goverasernt appears determined to CArTY aaith&
war. The Rurds do not sppesr to have been able to tu%e
advantage of the political confusion of the past few %ﬁ&kﬁ to
regaln the initistive lost to the sray last susmer,
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